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Septic Tank

The Septic Tank

A sewer system is much too expensive to build in rural areas. In
rural areas, homes are spaced too far apart to share a system. That
is why each home has a septic tank system. A septic tank is a large,
buried concrete or fibreglass container. An average-size tank holds
4000 litres of sewage. When the toilet is flushed, sewage flows
through 2 pipe from the house into the septic tank outside.
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There it settles into three layers. Anything that floats

will rise to the top. This is called the scum layer. Anything
that is heavy will sink to the bottom. This is called the
sludge layer. Fairly clear water remains in the middle layer,
although it contains bacteria that helps break down solids.
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Have you ever watched toilet water as it flushes?
Which way does the water spin? Sometimes the
water goes down the toilet in a clockwise direction
and sometimes it goes down in a counter-clockwise

{ . direction. The shape of the bowl and the angle of the |
) =/ water flowing into the bowl determine which direction i

the water flows from the bowl. ‘/

Drainfield

As new sewage enters the tank from the toilet, it displaces the
water already there. The old water, or waste water, from the
middle layer flows out the other end of the tank.

A pipe with little holes in it carries the water to a drainfield in

the yard. The drainfield has connected pipes that are buried in
trenches filled with gravel. The waste water is slowly absorbed and
filtered by the ground. Then it can be reused by the

environment.

Every so often a septic tank needs to
be pumped to rid it of too many solids. |
A truck takes the solids to a disposal site.

An average household uses about 1500 litres of
water a day. An average community can treat about
38 million to 380 million litres of waste water each
day in a waste water treatment plant. Waste water
is water that has been used for bathing, showering,
flushing, washing, or cleaning clothes and dishes, or
any water that is not clean.





