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DISTRICT ASSESSMENT OF READING TEAM (DART) 
ORAL READING 
Storm Chasers (Ed Stanley) 
Name: _____________________________________ 

Mark strategies student utilizes during the oral 
reading with an “O” and those they say they 
use with a “√”. 

Word Strategies 

____ reread it  

____ look at the pictures 

____ ask someone 

____ break the word into syllables 

____ chunk the word 

____ skip it OR skip it and return later 

____ cover the ending and look for smaller 
words 

____ sound it out 

____ try and figure out what makes sense in 
the sentence 

Other: _____________________________ 

If the student experienced few or no 
difficulties with this passage, ask, “I don’t 
think this happened today, but when you 
come across a word you do not know or 
understand, what do you to figure it out?”  
Indicate student response by numbering.  
Consider asking student to give you an 
example.  Please do not show students the list 
of word strategies. 

DARK SKIES AHEAD 

Giant clouds move across the sky—not big, white 

clouds, but black thunderheads. The air grows thick. 

Thunder rumbles and lightning strikes in the distance. 

A musty smell fills the still air. The sky turns green as 

sirens begin to blare a tornado warning. A scientist 

and his team scramble into 

their cars. Unlike most people, they want to get as 

close as they safely can to watch the oncoming 

storm. They are storm chasers. 

 

WHAT ARE STORM CHASERS? 

Storm chasers are people who want to know more 

about severe storms. They spend days tracking storm 

systems. They try to predict where and when storms 

might form. They may travel alone or in teams. Some 

storm chasers are photographers, others are 

researchers, and a few are pilots. Each group has its 

own reason for chasing storms. 
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